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AZOL NEWS  

 

Common sense is something that we all have. And 

while some people probably have more than others, 

all of us, on occasion, have been guilty of not using it. 

The Common Sense public safety campaign is de-

signed to remind each and every one of us to use this 

often overlooked and underrated human faculty, especially around railroad tracks. 

 

Each year, too many people are hurt or killed by not exercising caution around railroad tracks, and 

this joint effort between CSX, Union Pacific, Burlington Northern Santa Fe, Norfolk Southern, Kan-

sas City Southern, Amtrak and Operation Lifesaver is our attempt to promote common sense and 

to save lives. 

Operation Lifesaver kicks off new trespassing program using       

òCommon Senseó 

Distractions

There are a lot of great updated visuals available for 

use in power point and the card version.   

 
All presentations must  have a trespass component .  

All presentations Driverõs Education and higher must 

have the  Emergency Notification System. Informa-

tion This change was mandated by Congress when 

the Rail Safety Act of 2008 was adopted. 
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  AZOL has a new educational tool!  Our new locomotive simulator is a great teaching tool to educate kids aged 2 to 92 on 

railroad safety.  The òcontrol standó or simulator is designed to show what a locomotive engineer see when he or she is run-

ning a train. We have a television in front that shows the railroad tracks and crossings. It is a great way to educate the public 

on the dangers of disobeying the signs and signals at crossings or on railroad property.  Before a person is invited to sit and 

blow the hornéthey must listen to a bit of a OL presentation.   

 

The use of this very special tool has increased interest in our OL message and 

brings the point home to the general public. California Operation Lifesaverõs 

Earl Roider refurbished an old control stand and built a new base and trailer. 

Earl built stands are being used throughout the western US. AZOL thanks 

Earl for his tremendous generosity.    

 

Below: Simulator in use at Tucson & Marana Care Fair, at Southern Arizona Transportation 

Museum. Presenter Rick Hoffman Gives  individual presentation 

 

Metro Light Rail has been operating in the Phoenix Metro area since Dec. 2008. AZOL has been  

spreading the safety message during our presentations this last year to over 19,000 people 

Approved visuals for light  rail  are available for use with your power point presentations. 

 

Additional light rail safety information  can be found on the 

Operation Lifesaver National website and from Metro Light 

Rail at: 

www.oli.org 

www.MetroLightRail.org?safety 

AZOL NEW Simulator  Is A Big Hit At Fairs and Events  

AZOL Supports Safety Efforts of Metro Light Rail  
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AZOL Volunteer presenters and Job Corp Volunteers help at 

the GOHS Safety booth at the Arizona State Fare on October 

24th and 25th. 

Students from Job Corp of Phoenix were on hand to help staff 

SADD and AZOL Booths during this fair. 

 

Volunteers Ivan Owsley, Carlos Parra, Lela Decker & Doug Farler with volun-

teers from Job Corps 

Arizona State Fair Public Safety Days Booth 

UP sponsors Public Safety Train in Southern Arizona 

BN Benefit Train A Great Success AGAIN  
  

 BNSF locomotive engineer Ken Kyer gave more than 450 special folks a day to remember on the BNSFõs 11th Annual 

Benefit Train. This event started 11 years ago with three rail cars and was limited to kids from the  òMake a Wish 

Foundation.ó This train has grown into a multi charity event taking deserving children and their families for an exciting 

train ride between Glendale and Wickenburg. This event serves as an excellent diversion for many children  and their 

families.  This yearõs event had clowns, magicians, face painters, and OL volunteers celebrating on 12 private cars. 

AZOL was honored to be called on to participate! . 

Page 3 

Union Pacific Heritage Fleet passenger cars were used to bring city and 

state officials on board during a week long enforcement/ and education 

effort. Twelve cities participated during the trains Southern Arizona trav-

els 
During the week over 245  citations were issued by law enforcement 

officers. 
Media coverage was great throughout the week. And Mountain View HS 

Filmed the ride in Tucson and produced their own PSA for their district. 

AZOL even held presenter update classes during the week. 

 

Upper right: Heritage Passenger Cars aith locomotive 
Lower: Manny Vinas and Jamie Leverty of Mountain View High School 

film Con. Jay Ivey. 

 


